20    missioner for the civil government set up by the secret
Committee in Warsaw.
Persecuted by the Russians, pursued by Cossacks,
the young couple had to flee from the PilsudsM estate.
They stayed for a time in Wilno and then installed them-
selves at Zulow which she had inherited from her
mother.
PilsudsM was an educated agriculturist and had
great plans to introduce new methods at Zulow and
industrialize the estate—pioneer work in Lithuania.
He had three or four hundred head of cattle. He built
windmills, a yeast factory, a refrigerating plant, brick
kilns, a turpentine factory, a brewery, flour mill and
sawmill, taking up each new project enthusiastically
but soon dropping it to begin Another. He made none
of them pay and little by little got deep and deeper into
debt, Always busy with the affairs of the estate and of
the community, he gave little time to his family and
left the upbringing of the children to Ms wife.
Madame Pilsudska was a very remarkable woman.
tu The Deluge SienMewicz describes the old chateau
where she was born as the home of his heroine whom
he named Billewicz—a proud, sympathetic figure, a
noble type of Polish womanhood. And that was exactly
what Marja Pilsudska was. Her picture in her son's
bedroom at the Belevedere shows a beautiful lady with
thoughtful face and calm eyes. Like many a woman of
that insurrection epoch she is dressed in mourning, with
an expression of premature sadness. If the son was
called the incarnation of the Polish race, the phrase ap-
plies to the mother also.
A model wife, manager of a busy household, she de-
voted herself to her children. She was a woman of
strong character, Mgh spirited, quick to understand and
to make decisions. Hard and pure as a diamond, one of
her sons described her years later, proud only to a
Eussian. She was a flaming patriot, acknowledging the

